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The International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against Journalists (IDEI) is an
UN-recognized international day observed annually on 2 November.

The day draws attention to the level of impunity for crimes against journalists,
which remains extremely high globally. Between 2006 and 2020, over 1,200
journalists have been killed around the world, with close to 9 out of 10 cases of
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these killings remaining judicially unresolved, according to the UNESCO
observatory of killed journalists. As journalists play a critical role in reporting facts
to all citizens, impunity for attacks against them has a particularly damaging
impact, limiting public awareness and constructive debate.

On 2 November, organizations and individuals worldwide are encouraged to talk
about the unresolved cases in their countries and write to the government and
intra-governmental officials to demand action and justice. UNESCO organizes an
awareness-raising campaign on the findings of the UNESCO Director-General’s
biennial Report on the Safety of Journalists and the Danger of Impunity, which
catalogs the responses of states to UNESCO’s formal request for updates on
progress in cases of killings of journalists and media workers. UNESCO and civil
society groups throughout the world also use 2 November as a launch date for
other reports, events, and other advocacy initiatives relating to the problem of
impunity for crimes against freedom of expression.

It is in recognition of the far-reaching consequences of impunity, especially of
crimes against journalists, that the United Nations General Assembly adopted
Resolution A/RES/68/163 at its 68th session in 2013 which proclaimed 2 November
as the ‘International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against Journalists (IDEI).
The Resolution urged Member States to implement definite measures countering
the present culture of impunity. The date was chosen in commemoration of the
assassination of two French journalists in Mali on 2 November 2013.
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