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Siana said she was Siana said, "l am
happy. happy’

Siana

You can answer the question “What did he/she say?” in two ways:
« by repeating the words spoken (direct speech)
« by reporting the words spoken (indirect or reported speech).

DIRECT SPEECH INDIRECT SPEECH

She said, “l can swim.” She said she could swim.

She said, “| must go.” She said she had to go.

She said, “I may drive there.” She said she might drive there.

She said, “Shall we start?” She asked if we should start.

She said, “I'll call you.” She said she would call me.




Direct speech Reported speech/
Indirect Speech

Direct speech repeats, or quotes, the exact Reported speech is usually used to talk
words spoken. When we use direct speech in  about the past, so we normally change the
writing, we place the words spoken between tense of the words spoken. We use reporting
inverted commas (*“....”) and there is no verbs like “say’, ‘tell’, ‘ask’, and we may
change in these words. We may be reporting use the word ‘that’ to introduce the reported
something that’s being said NOW (for words. Inverted commas are not used.
example a telephone conversation), or telling

someone later about a previous conversation

HeBaid'.“ll_l_k'_etosmm." He said that he liked to swim.

She said, “I am reading.” | She said that she was reading,

He said, “I have done it.” | He said that he had done it.




(4) Present Perfect
Continuous becomes
Past Perfect
Continuous

“I have been doing it," he
said.

He said that he had been
doing it.

T{}__SImple Past
becomes Past
Perfect

He said, “1 did it.”

He said that he had done it.

'(6) Past Continuous
becomes Past
Perfect Continuous

He said, “He was doing
15:%

He said that he had been
doing it.

(7) Past Perfect remains
unchanged

He said, “I had done it.”

(8) Past Perfect
Continuous remains
unchanged

He said that he had done it.

He said,
doing it.”

“I had been

He said that he had been
doing it.

@ Future (shall/will)
becomes
Conditional (would )

(1) He said, “I shall do
it.”

(2) He said, “I'll be
reading the book on

(1) He said that he would do
it.

(2) He said that he would be
reading the book on the
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He said, “I want my book."

He said that he wanted his book.

He said to Maya, “You have a
new car.”

He told Maya that she had a new
car.

She said to him,
understand you.”

$Tsdon’t

She told him that 5_1_15 did not

understand him.

The teacher said, “ Boys, you are
late.”

The teacher told the boys that
they were late.

The girls said, *“ We are dancing.”

The girls said that they were
dancing.
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[ said, “I am ready.” I said that I was ready.

I said, “Mahesh, I am not going |1 told Mahesh that I was not going
there.” there.

5. Indirect Speech H& T FAAT [Eiel fFATRHE BN HHace &l
am/is/are |- |was/were may might
have/has - |had must - | must (had to)
can — | could shall/will — |would
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She said, * My brother can sing |She said that her brother could

sweet songs.” Sing swoel asng:

He said, “Kedar may come He said that Kedar might come

soon.” et

Gopal said, "1 must meet Gopal said that he must meet -
Madhu.”, i 0 N8, Madhu.
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e said. "1 should help my friends.” | He sald that he should help his friends.

e
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'shcsald."lwuuld not sell it.” She said that she would not sell it.

pirect speech TS FRF, WY WA (eternal truths) S, T H Stmple Present WEi
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h{*}.e teacher said, “The earth| The teacher said that the earth revolves

revolves around the sun.’ around the sun.

'”,e tcacher said, “The sun rises in | The teacher said that the sun rises in

(he cast and sets in the west."” the east and sets in the west

| the next ay.
the day after

the day before,
the previous day

the night before,
the previous night

the following week

the previous week

before
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Hc sa gy
~Sald, “T'll do it tomorrow.” He said that he would do it the next day.

~—

He said that he had seen her the day
before (or, the previous day).

He sajq

“I'saw her yesterday.”
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He said to me, “1 am leaving for | He told me that he was leaving for Delhi
Delhi tonight.” that night.

He said, “Vilas, 1 am leaving for He told Vilas that he was leaving for
Delhi tonight.” Delhi that night.

10. Direct Speech THd infinitives, Indirect Speech F1H AT,

Direct TR R s 5
‘Vijay said, “1 don't like to go to|Vijay said that he didn't like to go to
'Mumbai.” Mumbai.

Hhe stranger said, “The king has | The stranger said that the king had
worked very hard to create the worked very hard to create the garden.

igarden."
7 AT to go HM to create 7 infinitives HTed. FAWA Indirect FAH!
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11. said. told 71 fFAMEiymmE remarked, observed, pointed out, replied, answered.
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(1) Mona sald 'Thank you. daddy Mona thanked her father for the watclt f' 2
I liked the watch you gave me.” | he had given her. T4
(2) The man told the doctor, “Sorry, | The man apologized to the doctor f
[ came late.” coming late. ge

.(3 The secretary said, “Hello, I'm | T

Kisan.”
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'(4) Mohan  said,
' Aslam."

“Happy Eid,

Mohan wished Aslam a happy Eid,
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Change the following sentences into indirect speech :

Seeta said, “I am very happy now.”

Seeta said that she was very happy then.

Ram said, “My friend is playing cricket.”

Ram said that his friend was playing cricket.
Yusuf said, “I want to borrow a story book.”
Yusuf said that he wanted to borrow a story book.
Kedar said to Leela, “I am your brother.”

Kedar told Leela that he was her brother.

Leela said to Kedar, “I am your sister.”

Leela told Kedar that she was his sister.

Bambi's mother said at last, “We can go out.”

At last Bambi's mother told him that they could go out.

“Ted”, she said softly, “that's a mighty pretty ring and that's
a fact.”

She softly told Ted that was a mighty pretty ring and that was

;aft?'\:: said, “Linda, when I was growing up, back on frontier
we didn't set much store by giving birthday presents to adults.”
Father told Linda that when he was growing up, back on
frontier they had not set much store by giving birthday presents

to adults.




He said, “She doesn't know me, but I still know who she is.”

He said that she didn't know him, but he still knew who she

was.

10. “I don't tell myself I am a hero”, says Kapil Dev.

Kapil Dev says that he doesn't tell himself that he is 3 hero,

11. “I always knew he would leave no stone unturned to reach the
zenith”, says Capt. Ghei.

- Capt. Ghei says that he always knew that he would leave p,
stone unturned to reach the zenith.

12. “It took an Indian to break a 17 years old record”, he said.

~ He said that it had taken an Indian to break a 17 years olg
record.

13. “I'm not sure how Per Linstrand, who held the current record
will feel”, said Dr. Singhania. '

= Dr. Singhania said that he was not sure how Per Linstrang,
who had held the current record, would feel.
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14. “I thought we are not doing that today”, said Abhishek
reluctantly.

- Abhishek reluctantly said that he had thought that they

were not doing that, that day.

15. 1 tsldemtand Anu, your limp makes you self-conscious”, Mother
said.

—= Mother told Anu that she understood that her (Anu's) limp
made her self-conscious.
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